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Please note that principles of restorative history in this talk are from The Center for Restorative History at the 
National Museum of American History, Smithsonian, 
https://americanhistory.si.edu/about/centers/restorative-history/resources

https://americanhistory.si.edu/about/centers/restorative-history/resources




J. Edgar Hoover

• Was popular in 1966. Almost 80% of 
White Americans approved of his work. 

• Worked hard to bring down Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and the modern Civil 
Rights movement which he equated with 
communism and “anti-Americanism”

• Used illegal means and even defied the 
FBI’s internal rules in deploying 
surveillance against King and others. 

Note: For more on Hoover, see the histories done by Gale Monroe and 
CHUMC and also Beverly Gage, G-Man: J. Edgar Hoover and the Making 
of the American Century (2022).



Historical Context for the J. Edgar Hoover Memorial

• 1963 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr delivers “I have a Dream” speech at 
The March on Washington 

• 1964 President Johnson signs Civil Rights Act

• 1964 FBI, led by J. Edgar Hoover, sends blackmail letter to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. after prolonged and illegal surveillance

• 1966 Howard Jones leads Beltway March around D.C. to end racial 
segregation in D.C. and its suburbs

• 1966 Capitol Hill United Methodist dedicates plaque to J. Edgar 
Hoover naming him an icon of Christian virtues



FBI letter sent to Dr. Martin Luther King 
in 1964

Preserved among Hoover’s papers
at the National Archives

www.archives.gov/research/investigations/fbi/other-records,  
National Archives and Records Administration

https://www.archives.gov/research/investigations/fbi/other-records


Public Memorials Make History

• Try to “fix the memory of the 
absent thing.”

• Tell us who made history and 
why they should be lauded for it.

• Stake out public space for their 
particular heroes and causes. 

• Link “Christian Virtues” to a 
particular person.  Make J. Edgar 
Hoover an icon of Christianity. 

For more on public memorials and racial injustice, see Karen Cox, No Common Ground: Confederate Monuments and the Ongoing Fight for Racial Justice (2021). 



Public Memorials Do Cultural Work

• Exclude individuals and communities with counter experiences or 
opposing views

• Silence counter narratives

• Cause harm by maintaining a history that supports white supremacy 

• Continue to do cultural work as long as the memorials are present 
and speaking



Resistance & Iconoclasm

We can resist and overturn the messages of public
memorials 

We can engage in acts of resistance and iconoclasm to 
”deface,” disrupt, and change the icons of history

Dr. King, Andrew Young and members of the 
movement in front of Jeff Davis memorial at March 
Against Fear rally in Grenada, MS, June 14, 1966. 
Photograph by Charmain Reading, an artist hired by 
SNCC to document Black protests in the South in 
front of Confederate memorials.  



Restorative History















Tell the truth about the past

•Document past harms

•Ask who was silenced

•Ask who was harmed

•Record these experiences 

•Restore the voices of the silenced in the 
historical record



Center the harmed community and let them 
lead the process and make the decisions 
about what would begin to repair the harm  



Continuing Obligation

The institution (CHUMC) needs to continue the work 
of restorative justice that goes beyond the plaque and 
seeks reconciliation in all areas of the church.



• CHUMC resources 
• https://www.chumc.net/hooverwindowproject
• https://static1.squarespace.com/static/642f766c0dde212d93ab2734/t/64ad874e616dc7

22fec4c4b3/1689093968819/Hoover+Window+Basic+History+Brochure+2023.pdf

• The Center for Restorative History at the National Museum of American 
History, Smithsonian, 
https://americanhistory.si.edu/about/centers/restorative-history/resources

• National Archives and Records Administration
www.archives.gov/research/investigations/fbi/other-records,  

• Beverly Gage, G-Man: J. Edgar Hoover and the Making of the American 
Century (2022).

• Karen Cox, No Common Ground: Confederate Monuments and the Ongoing 
Fight for Racial Justice (2021). 

• Lerone A. Martin, The Gospel of J. Edgar Hoover, How the FBI Aided and 
Abetted the Rise of White Christian Nationalism (2023).

To Read More 

https://www.chumc.net/hooverwindowproject
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/642f766c0dde212d93ab2734/t/64ad874e616dc722fec4c4b3/1689093968819/Hoover+Window+Basic+History+Brochure+2023.pdf
https://americanhistory.si.edu/about/centers/restorative-history/resources
http://www.archives.gov/research/investigations/fbi/other-records

